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If certain facts are found to have been real symptoms of national
sentiment, it must also be ascertained of which classes or sections
of the people they were typical in order to form a view of their
historical importance. How far professions of national solidarity
are genuine can only be tested in a national emergency, and even
then it is difficult to distinguish between real and faked enthu-
siasm, as the enigma of present Germany or Italy shows.
The development of nationality has not followed a straight line
throughout the ages towards its present forms. National senti-
ment has undergone many ups and downs. It was much stronger
in ancient Greece than in later times, and there were epochs when
it was almost completely obliterated by other emotions. There
are many parallels between national phenomena of our time and
those of previous epochs. But each nation and each period also
shows peculiar features and we should be very cautious in applying
modern political terms to remote times and civilizations. The
fundamental traits of human nature, of course, have always and
everywhere been the same. Many writers, therefore, would deny
that 4he mentality of various peoples and epochs shows any
differences at all. This, however, is a complete misjudgement,
both of human personality and of the relation between individual
and social psychology. Even if the mental outfit of the individuals
of different groups were exactly the same, the differences in the
structure of the groups, and in their traditions, may effect great
divergencies in social mentality. As regards nationality, the
decisive question is not whether a certain national feeling existed
at all at a given time, but how strong it was in relation to other
forces. The historical analysis must not only be qualitative but
also quantitative and structural, and the historian is often faced
with the task of weighing elements which are imponderable.
The investigation of nationality in a certain epoch cannot be
restricted to the collection of manifestations of national sentiment.
We must also try to form a view of the whole mentality of the
nation in that epoch, to gain insight into its social structure, the
aspirations of the classes and their interrelations. National senti-
ment is not an isolated factor but an element in a national
organism which can only be fully understood in connection with
the social and historical structure of the nation. The nature of
this national organism is expressed in a system of sentiments,
ideas, and aspirations which form the national ideology. In this
ideology the idea of the national character plays a particularly
important role.